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Senior Calvin Watson, who had 24 points
and six 3-pointers, was named the Sunbelt
Conference Tournament’s Most Outstanding
Player. Guard Ben Bell was also named to the
all-tournament team.

This victory was a combined effort and
would not have been possible if it was not for
the incredible work ethic demonstrated by
these athletes and coaches. | extend my sin-
cere congratulations to Head Coach Johnny
Jones, University of North Texas President
Gretchen M. Bataille, as well as the members
of the UNT Men’s Basketball Team.

| am proud of these young men—their vic-
tory in Sunbelt Conference and their efforts
during the NCAA tournament. Not only am |
honored to serve as their U.S. Representative,
but | am proud to be a University of North
Texas alumnus.

———————

THE UNFORTUNATE TWO-YEAR
ANNIVERSARY OF CHINA’S ANTI-
SECESSION LAW

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 19, 2007

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, two years
ago, China passed its anti-secession law,
codifying its use of force against Taiwan. De-
spite Taiwan’s pleas for friendship and world-
wide condemnation of the legislation, China
has continued its military buildup along the
coast of Taiwan and heightened its rhetoric
against the people of Taiwan. The 23 million
people of Taiwan feel insecure and worry
about present or future military confrontations
in the Taiwan Strait.

Even more ominously, China recently suc-
cessfully tested an anti-satellite missile, threat-
ening the surveillance satellites of India,
Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, the United
States, Europe and Russia. China’s develop-
ment of space-based technology will seriously
threaten U.S. military operations and world
peace. This action, when combined with other
actions by the PRC, should raise serious con-
cerns among my colleagues about future
moves that China may conduct.

For the sake of world peace, | urge my col-
leagues to continue to speak out against the
Chinese military buildup. China’s military in-
timidations against Taiwan pose a serious
threat to the well-being of the peaceful 23 mil-
lion people that reside in Democratic Taiwan.
It is in our best interests for people on both
sides of the Taiwan Strait to live in peace and
any military action against Taiwan will lead to
chaos and destruction for many countries in
the region. As a start to maintaining this crit-
ical peace on both sides of the Taiwan Strait,
China should rescind its anti-secession legisla-
tion now. This legislation should have never
been adopted by the Chinese, and therefore |
ask for its immediate repeal.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT
OF COLUMBIA HATCH ACT RE-
FORM ACT OF 2007

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 19, 2007

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today, | in-
troduce the District of Columbia Hatch Act Re-
form Act of 2007 to eliminate discriminatory
treatment of the District of Columbia which still
falls under the federal Hatch Act, as it did be-
fore the Congress made the District an inde-
pendent jurisdiction that today enacts its own
local laws. This bill would retain federal Hatch
Act authority concerning prohibited partisan
and political activity that applies to every state
upon receipt of federal funds or functions, and
importantly, would require the District to enact
its own local version of the Hatch Act barring
similar local violations, to become effective.
This bill, of course, would automatically be
held over for congressional review as required
by the Home Rule Act. In any case, local
Hatch Act violations in the District are rare, but
the District needs its own Hatch Act to fully
account and be responsible for local viola-
tions, with which only a local, objective body
would be most familiar.

This bill will leave in place the federal Hatch
Act restrictions that apply to other jurisdictions
on the use of official authority, specifically as
it relates to elections; the solicitation, accept-
ance, or receiving of political campaign con-
tributions; the prohibitions on running for pub-
lic office in partisan elections; and the use of
on-duty time and resources to engage in par-
tisan campaign activity where federal funds or
responsibilities are involved. My bill would re-
move only the federal Hatch Act jurisdiction
that applies solely to the District of Columbia
and would require the District to have its own
local Hatch Act, like every other jurisdiction,
instead of requiring the Office of Personnel
Management (OPM) and its Special Counsel
to devote staff time and other resources on in-
vestigation, fact-finding and judgment of unfa-
miliar local matters.

Indeed, the OPM has asked for the federal
guidance my bill offers. In recent cases, OPM
cited an ANC commissioner (Advisory Neigh-
borhood Commissioner) for violations of the
Hatch Act when he ran for higher office, even
though ANC commissioners are “elected offi-
cials” under local laws. The application of the
Hatch Act to ANC commissioners has been
selectively enforced by OPM. For example, re-
cently OPM filed cases charging Hatch Act
violations against an ANC commissioner run-
ning for the D.C. Council but did not file when
several members of the current City Council
ran for the Council from positions as ANC
commissioners. The present law results in
possible violation of the federal Hatch Act
while leaving OPM with local responsibility that
does not implicate its federal jurisdiction.

The House recognized that the present fed-
eral Hatch Act jurisdiction over the District was
inappropriate and obsolete by removing this
federal responsibility several years ago, but
the Senate failed to act. The District should
bear this local responsibility. My bill will elimi-
nate the double indignity of placing a local
burden on the federal government and depriv-
ing the District of a responsibility, which only
local jurisdictions familiar with local laws can
be expected to handle responsibly.

E577

The Hatch Reform Act is the third in the
“Free and Equal D.C.” series of bills that |
have introduced to eliminate anti-Home Rule
or redundant bills that deprive the city of equal
treatment and recognition as an independent
self-governing jurisdiction.

HONORING BRONZE STAR
RECIPIENT PAUL BAKER

HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 19, 2007

Mr. WALSH of New York. Madam Speaker,
| rise today in tribute to Mr. Paul Baker, recipi-
ent of the prestigious Bronze Star Medal with
Combat Distinguishing Device in recognition of
his actions on February 19, 1945 at lwo Jima.

The Battle of Iwo Jima was a crucial victory
in World War Il against the Japanese. On the
morning of February 19th, 1945, the first of
70,000 Marines and Sailors, including Phar-
macist's Mate First Class Paul Baker, U.S.
Navy, landed on Iwo Jima. By the end of the
battle 35 days later, the Allies were victorious,
but suffered over 25,000 casualties, including
over 5,000 deaths.

On that initial morning of the invasion, Petty
Officer Paul Baker, was among the first infan-
try troops to land on the island. Baker was
rendered unconscious by a Japanese artillery
shell that struck his ship. Upon regaining con-
sciousness, despite his injuries and without re-
gard for his own safety, Baker began treating
multiple injured Marines, refusing medical
treatment for his own injuries to save the lives
of his fallen comrades. Only after all of the
wounded Marines had been transferred to the
medical personnel on the USS Sanborn, did
Petty Officer Baker allow himself to be treated.

Petty Officer Baker displayed the highest
level of dedication and selflessness by his
courageous actions that day. He is a shining
example of the heroism and valor that was
displayed by so many of our troops during
World War Il. On Friday, March 23rd Sec-
retary of the Navy Donald Winter will person-
ally present Mr. Baker with this Bronze Star
with Combat “V” at a ceremony in Irondequoit,
New York. | am proud to use this opportunity
to publicly recognize Mr. Baker and to con-
gratulate him and his family on this long over-
due recognition.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO LILIAN
KAWARATANI

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 19, 2007

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Mrs. Lilian Kawaratani, of Monterey
Park, California. Each year in March, in rec-
ognition of Women’s History Month, we pay
special tribute to the contributions and sac-
rifices made by our nation’s women.

Lilian was born in Honolulu, Hawaii where
she was raised. She enrolled at the University
of Hawaii. After completing the Fifth Year Pro-
gram for Teachers, Lilian left Hawaii for New
York where she attended Columbia University
Teachers College and received her M.A. in
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